March 13, 2007

Recently at the Embassy

Ambassador Foley Visits Székesfehérvar

On February 26, Ambassador Foley visited the new Joint Forces Command in
Székesfehérvar, where Gen. Tombol and other military leaders briefed her about
the new command structure Hungary has adopted. In a video conference,
Ambassador Foley talked to the incoming and outgoing commanders of the Hun-
garian Provincial Reconstruction Team in Afghanistan. She also visited Comenius
Dual Language High School where she met with students to talk about the United
States as a higher education destination. The trip concluded with a visit to the local
hospital.

Pulitzer Prize Laureates Discuss American Democracy at CEU

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Gordon Woods and three other distinguished American
academics were among the guests at a one-day conference in the "Distinguished
Speakers Series" co-organized by the U.S. Embassy and the Central European Univer-
sity on March 5. The speakers examined American constitution-making for its rele-
vance to Hungary’s current political situation. Ambassador Foley opened the event,
stressing the importance of transparency and accountability in the American experi-
ence of constitution-writing. CEUM
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Ambassador Commemorates International Women's Day

In cooperation with Procter&Gamble, Ambassador Foley participated in a con-
ference on "Women and Careers in the 21st Century" on March 7 at Corvinus
University of Budapest, featuring a roundtable with Ambassador Foley, the Pol-
ish Ambassador to Hungary, the President of the Hungarian Democratic Forum
Dr. Ibolya David, academic and NGO representatives, and university students.

Hungary's Minister of Education and Culture Promotes Ties

During a visit to Washington March 7-8, Minister of Education and Culture Istvan Hiller
bestowed the Pro Cultura Hungarica award to former United States ambassador Nancy
Goodman Brinker, Denver businessman Kirk Brown and his wife Jill Wiltse, in recogni-
tion of their efforts to support Hungarian arts. He also joined Acting Assistant Secre-
tary Miller Crouch of the U.S. State Department in signing an agreement to renew the
bilateral Fulbright scholarship program. Fulbright Commission»

2008-2009 Fulbright Scholarships and Orientation Seminars More»

The Fulbright Commission in Hungary announced its scholarships for the academic
year 2008-2009 in any field of arts and sciences. Application deadline is May 15. Be-
tween March 6 — March 28, the Fulbright Commission will hold Short Orientation Semi-
nars to provide information on the Fulbright program and guidance on how to apply.

American Professor Observes Black History Month in Hungary

Professor of Law, History, and Sociology at the George Washington University, Robert
J. Cottrol visited Hungary March 7-11 to observe Black History Month. Prof. Cottrol
offered presentations at the Pazmany Péter Catholic University and at the Central
European University in Budapest, and to the Law Department of the University of
Miskolc. He lectured about the history as well as legal and constitutional accomplish-
ments of the Civil Rights Movement, and about positive discrimination or affirmative
action in the United States.

From Bosnia-Herzegovina to NATO Through Hungary

The Embassy Public Affairs Section arranged two days of briefings by senior Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Ministry of Defense officials, as well as a visit to Hungary's Peace Support Operations Training Cen-
ter, for a high-level governmental delegation from Bosnia-Herzegovina.



Taking Your Questions on Visas

U.S. Consul General Thomas Ramsey answered questions in Hungarian during a web-
forum on "Visas to the U.S. and other consular issues" on March 6. To read a tran-
script of the exchange, visit: Webforum»p
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The Zenon Dance Company of Minneapolis participated in the 6th L1 Contemporary
Dance Festival at the National Dance Theatre in Budapest on March 10. Zenon capti-
vates its audience with its eclectic blend of modern and jazz dance. Zenonp

Looking Ahead

Webforum on Studying in the United States
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Our next webforum will be held on April 3 between 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. We will be glad to Ed cation

answer your questions on opportunities of studying in the United States and the appli- 3 =
cation procedure. You may send questions in advance beginning March 28, to "a% o F
http://forum.usembassy.hu or join us live on April 3 at that site for a chat! 70 0.5, o™

Webchath»

Foreign Policy Perspectives: How U.S. Conservatives, Progressives and Moderates Are Finding
Common Ground with Mark Lagon and David Shorr on March 14 at 10:00 a.m. EST (1400 GMT)

Jozsef Domjan Centennial Symposium and Exhibit: March 22-25 S 2|

The University of Fine Arts, Budapest in association with the American-Hungarian Founda-
tion and the American-Hungarian Museum are organizing a centennial symposium and a
retrospective exhibit to honor J6zsef Domjan, one of the most important color woodcut art-
ists in the 20th century. Mr. Domjan’s works can be seen at Ateliers Pro Arts at Horanszky
u. 5. in Budapest. His works will also be permanently exhibited at the Sarospataki Képtar at
Szent Erzsébet tér 14. in Sarospatak. Morep

New Publications

eJournal: The State Department at Work in the 21st Century: Global Actions

together to accomplish the department’'s mission—"to create a more secure, democratic,
and prosperous world for the benefit of the American people and the international commu-
nity." eJournalp»

IRC Newsletters: Economic Issues® Environmental Issues» U.S. Society and Valuesy» (© AP Images)

In the News... from Washington

State Department Releases 2006 Reports on Human Rights Practices (03/06/2007)

The newly released annual Country Reports on Human Rights Practices are intended to be "a source of
inspiration for all who are still working for peaceful, democratic change around the globe,"” according to
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice. Human Rights Reporth

U.S.-European Alliance - Remarks by R. Nicholas Burns, Under Secretary for Political Affairs
"...there has been a very dramatic and undeniable shift in the European-American relationship, perhaps
the most important in the century, and | think its impact is likely to be felt for a generation to come. And
that is that the United States' policy towards Europe is no longer about Europe. It's about the rest of the
world." (The Atlantic Council, Washington, DC, 02/21/2007) More»

Women’s History Month
In March, the United States celebrates the rich and varied contributions of women to
the history and culture of the United States. Morep

Visitors to U.S. Have New Way to Report Entry, Exit Problems

Travelers to the United States who experience difficulties during airport and train sta-
tion screenings or at border crossings now can make inquiries or seek resolution at an  visitors at a port of
easy-to-use Internet site. Morep entry (© AP Images)
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